255. HOONDAMAVS LICENCE

As we expected, Mr. Hoondamal has won his appeal, and we con-
gratulate both him and his counsel, Mr. Binns, on the victory. It is, how-
ever, quite clear from the learned Chief Justice's judgment that the struggle
is by no means over. The appeal has been decided practically on a side
issue. The judge held that Mr. Hoondamal was wrongly summoned for
trading without a license because he held one, but declined to decide
upon the issue raised in the appeal as to whether the Licensing Officer
had the right to restrict trade to any particular locality. Therefore, the
Indian community has to approach the new year with a great deal of
anxiety and fear. Such a state of things ought not to be allowed to last
in a British Colony, and we trust that before long the law will be amended.
The late Mr. Escombe said that he gave wide powers to the Town Council
because he had faith in their moderation. The Corporation of Durban
has, we are sorry to say, on more than one occasion, belied those expec-
tations, and if the premier Corporation in this Colony has not been able
to justify them, what is to be expected from lesser bodies? Everyone
recognises that the Dealers' Licences Act is a terrible engine of oppression
May we not, then, appeal to our legislators to take the temptation away
from the local authorities? It would be perfectly possible even then to
regulate and control the issuing of licences, and probably in a far more
satisfactory manner. Another thought that arises from the appeal is that,
in spite of his victory, Mr. Hoondamal comes off second best. He has
been put to enormous expense simply because of the vagaries of the
prosecution and, may we say with deference, the hasty judgment of the
Magistrate. It is admitted that the prosecution was wrongly brought,
and yet Mr, Hoondamal has to pay for this mistake. The struggle is un-
equal and the pecuniary aspect of it should never be lost sight of. The
least that the Town Council may be expected to do is to reimburse the
poor men the expenses that they might be put to owing to the Council's
mistakes.
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256. THE ANTI-ASIATIC CONVENTION AND THE
BRITISH INDIAN MEETING
The Anti-Asiatic Convention, held at Pretoria on the 10th instant,
has produced some remarkable results probably never anticipated by its
authors. With the exception of a few newspapers, even the South African
Press has condemned its proceedings as arbitrary and unjust. The London
Times 9 which gave the lead, said that they betrayed lack of statesmanship